
DUXBURY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER         
January 16, 2018                             

71 Alden St., Duxbury, MA 02332 781-934-7650                      
  Web site: www.duxbury.k12.ma.us

Follow us in twitter: @DuxburyHS, @DuxGuidance, and @DuxAthletics

MARK THESES
DATES

January 16-19
Mid Term Exams

Half Days

January 26,27,28
DHS Musical
“Cinderella”

PAC
26th @ 7:30
27th @ 7:30
28th @ 1:00

$12 general adm.
$10 students and 

seniors

February 2nd
Prof Dev 

1/2 Day School

Dear Students, Teachers and Parents, 

I hope you were able to have an enjoyable and restful weekend.  Last Wednesday 
evening our DHS School Council met for their January meeting.  Our School Council 
is really a wonderful group of students, parents, teachers and community members 
whose time and work I appreciate immensely.  In the meeting, I presented an update 
on our progress toward completing our School Improvement Plan for this year.  A 
copy of the document we reviewed can be found at this link:  2017-2018 SIP Mid-Year 
Report

The school district is currently is the process of updating its website.  The new site, 
which will not go live until later this year, has a number of functional improvements 
and be more intuitive.  Most importantly, the website will automatically adjust its for-
matting based on each users device (phone, tablet, laptop, etc.) As we prepare for the 
migration from our existing site to the new site you may notice some small changes 
to our existing webpage.  We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause in the 
short term.  

Our mid-year exam period began this morning and, because it’s January and snow 
is in the forecast, I thought I would begin by explaining what happens when school 
is closed due to weather during exam week. When this occurs, any remaining exams 
are pushed to the following day.  For example, if we were closed due to weather on 
Wednesday, Wednesday’s exams would be pushed to Thursday, etc.  

Finally, last Thursday our neighbors at the Duxbury Student Union cheered on our 
high school students as they headed home to study over the weekend.  Our students 
were also greeted with inspirational messages written on the sidewalk on the way to 
the Steele lot.  My personal favorite was, “Wake, Study, Slay.” 

I hope you have a wonderful week.  

Sincerely, Jim Donovan
Interim Principal

www.duxbury.k12.ma.us


From the Guidance Office:      Follow us on Twitter - @DuxGuidance

Information for Seniors: Scholarship information will be sent to all seniors and families next week after ex-
ams.  Part 1 and 2 are available on Naviance.  Counselors will visit classrooms after exam week to discuss 
further as well.
Term 2 grade transcripts (which do NOT include midterm exam grades) will automatically be sent to col-
leges beginning on Monday, January 29th.  Please contact your guidance counselor with any concerns.  

Information for Juniors: MEFA College Admissions night will be held on February 1st at 6pm in the DHS 
Presentation Hall.
Standardized testing program: On January 16th (TONIGHT) at 7pm, we will host an informational evening 
about standardized testing and its relationship to the college admissions process. Please see the attached 
flier. Parents of sophomores and juniors are encouraged to attend.

College Admissions and Recruitment Process: Parents who have students interested in playing athletics in 
college should plan to attend this program on March 13th.  More info to come.

Upcoming ACT/SAT:
Feb 10 – ACT at DHS    Mar 10 – SAT at DHS   Apr 14 – ACT NOT hosted at DHS
May 5 – SAT at DHS  Jun 2 – SAT NOT hosted at DHS Jun 9 – ACT
Dates for calendar:
January 16, 2018 – Standardized testing information night
February 1, 2018 6pm – MEFA College Admissions Seminar
March 1, 2018 6pm – Course Selection and AP information evening
March 13, 2018 – Recruitment and Admissions

National Honors Society
The Duxbury High School National Honors Society is exploring changes to the admission process for 
membership. Changes, like these outlined below, have been made routinely over the years as our National 
Honor Society has grown. These proposed changes below were developed by the NHS Faculty Council 
and are currently under review by the DHS faculty.  Also under consideration is the appropriate implemen-
tation timeline for any changes which may be adopted. The National Honors Society will appropriately 
communicate any changes to the admissions criteria to students and community of Duxbury High School 
when and if they are adopted. 

Proposed changes:
1. Each candidate will be required to participate in an interview conducted by faculty advisors and 
members of the faculty council after submitting their application.  The focus of the interview will be on 
assessing each candidate’s evidence in meeting NHS’s four pillars:  Academics, Service, Character, and 
Leadership. 
2. The prerequisite number of volunteer service hours required before the NHS application due date 
will be raised to twenty hours from the current fifteen hours.   The service hours can have been completed 
at any time during the applicant’s years in high school.  (Note: Please review the existing documentation 
requirements included in application.)
3. The cumulative weighted GPA requirement for invitation to submit a NHS application will be raised 
from 3.5 (weighted) to 3.65 (weighted) at the end of the first semester of Junior year.  Juniors who obtain 
this GPA (weighted) by the end of the second semester (June) will also be identified and offered an oppor-
tunity to apply for NHS membership.  



From the DHS Health Office: We hope you had a restful and healthy time with your families during the 
holidays. With in the next few weeks when 2nd semester starts the ninth graders will be screened for sco-
liosis. This is a state mandated screening to detect early signs of spinal problems that should have further 
medical evaluation. The screening is conducted during P.E. class. Boys and girls are screened separately 
by a screener of the same gender as the student. The school nurse and P.E. teachers conduct the screening. 
If the school nurse determines a positive finding, the student will be rescreened by our school physician, 
Dr. Leo Muido. If you have a student presently being followed by a physician for scoliosis or prefer to 
have your student exempt, a letter needs to be directed to the DHS Health Office. You can fax the letter to: 
Health Office 934-6083 or email Ms. Malone the School Nurse, mmalone@duxbury.k12.ma.us

Tenth graders will also be screened for height, weight, vision and hearing. Letters of exemption can be sent 
to the above listed fax # or email. 

Students with severe allergies or asthma are allowed to carry their inhalers and Epipens to the school. 
However, we do need written permission from the MD prescribing and from the parent. Forms can be 
downloaded from our Duxbury High School website. Look for Student services on the right side of the 
screen and scroll down. Please do not send your student into school with over the counter meds such as 
Advil or Tylenol or any kind of unlabeled medication. Please speak to the nurse if there is a concern.
Feel free to call the Health Office during school hours if you have a concern at 781 934-7650,x 4414.

From the Desk of Karen Baynes, Ed.D., ELA Supervisor

During last Friday’s professional development day, the English Department worked with Professors Ann 
Brunjes and Emily Field of Bridgewater State’s University English Department on aspects of the novel.  
Professor Brunjes delivered a lecture on the history of the novel as a genre.  Professor Field lectured on Af-
rican-American literature and led a discussion on effective strategies for teaching the novel.  The workshop 
supported the English Department’s year-long focus on the novel as one of the core genres of literature at 
each grade level.

Periodically throughout the school year, English teachers select exemplary student work for display in one 
of the cases on Main Street.  Work by the following students was most recently selected for display:  Lily 
Settel, Lilly Krahmer, Ryan Couto, Casey Allen, Dylan LeTorney, Aidan MacDonald, Sam Worley, Con-
nor Bossi, Tripper Donnelly, The Dragon Flyer staff, Julia Barry, Charlotte Brill, Maddie O’Brien, Tommy 
Hanniffy, Thomas Donnelly, Alex Bishop, Julia Adamski, Lauren Willett, Ian Every, Bernadette Farmer, and 
Dominic Botzos.  Congratulations to all of these students!

Also to be congratulated are students who performed exceptionally well on the term 2 Wordwright Chal-
lenge.  The following students tied for first place at their respective grade levels:
Grade 9:  Jaden Chee and James Siegener
Grade 10:  Juliet Lanza and Hadley Wilson
Grade 11:  Theodore Stahl and Matthew Szafran
Grade 12:  Robert Crowley, Martin Gandt, Elizabeth Sheehan, and Ellen Winter

Honorable mentions are as follows:
Grade 9:  Kelly Burke, Lauryn Burnes, Paige Homan, Ella Knecht, Sydney Mundy, Lily Oliver, Kyle Pan-
discio, William Rubin, and Isabel Tobin
Grade 10:  Emily Bowler, Ella McKenzie, Arden Young, Abigail Chase, Emma Greenstine, Lily Macaulay, 
Lauren Marohn, Olivia Murphy, and Friend Weiler III
Grade 11:  Katherine Coakley, Isabel Diamond, Tess Downes, Aaden Fantom, Jacqueline Hayden, Rebecca 
Jones, Amanda Kenney, Connor Maichle, Lucy Phillips, Cammack Shepler, and Julia Wonkka
Grade 12:  Jordan Armstrong, Molly Burgoyne, Colin Congdon, Sean Craffey, Hannah DelVecchio, Alexis 
Dow, Lila Jones, William O’Donovan III, Lily Settel, and Hadley Wehner
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 MIDTERM EXAM SCHEDULE 
January 2018 

READING DAYS: 
● Wednesday, January 10, 2018 – Day 6 (3, 4, 5, 6, 7) 

○ Reading periods – periods 1 and 2 
● Thursday, January 11, 2018 – Day 7 (1, 2, 3, 4, 5) 

○ Reading periods all day 

EXAM SCHEDULE: 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 – Day 2      (6,7,1,2,3 )    Release Day 

 Block 1  Period  6 Exam   8:20am – 9:50am 
       Break/Passing   9:50am – 10:00am 
 Block 2  Period  7 Exam   10:00am – 11:30am 

Wednesday, January 17, 2018 – Day 3    ( 4,5,6,7,1)   Release Day 

 Block 1  Period  4 Exam   8:20am – 9:50am 
       Break/Passing  9:50am – 10:00am 
 Block 2  Period  5 Exam   10:00am – 11:30am 

Thursday, January 18, 2018 – Day 4   ( 2,3,4,5,6)    Release Day 

Block 1  Period  2 Exam   8:20am – 9:50am 
       Break/Passing  9:50am – 10:00am 
 Block 2  Period  3 Exam   10:00am – 11:30am 

Friday, January 19, 2018 – Day 5  (1,7,2,3,4)    Release Day 
(NOTE: Periods 7 are 1 flipped) 

Block 1  Period   1 Exam   8:20am – 9:50am 
          Busses @ 9:50am*** 
 Block 2  Make-up Exams    10:00am – 11:30am 

Second semester begins on Monday, Jan. 22, 2018 – Day 6 – periods (5,6, 7, 1, 2) 

*In the event of a snow day, the exam days will be pushed one day ahead. For 
example, if Wednesday is canceled, Wed. exams move to Thursday, Thursday exams 

move to Friday, Friday exam moves to Monday. 

*** Students are to remain in this last block exam until called via the PA for 
dismissal. We have to wait for busses to arrive.*** 




